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only to the middle-sized nations that have to seek union
with a greater State in order to gain security and continued
existence? Has she, perhaps, to choose between Great
Britain and Russia? But England would riot dream of
undertaking such tasks on the Continent. The question is
thus pointless. There would be no question of capitulation
to Russia without war. This means that Germany must
push ahead and work herself up to the rank of a world
Power of equal status with Great Britain and Russia. She
will do so in the interest of'the other nations of Central and
Western Europe just as much as in her own. Protection,
security, is not to be gained by conquests, as the purely
military thinkers suppose, but only in a great coalition of
peoples. Yes," my friend concluded, "we are on the eve
of great crashes and rebuildings. They are not of our
designing; they themselves force us to act."

If this was the view at which this moderate man arrived,
this General on the threshold of old age, who had proved in
difficult situations his strength of character and his intel-
lectual independence, then it was a view that carried great
weight. I admit that I shared it. His argument seemed to
me not only plausible but unanswerable. That is not true,
however, of the military conceptions that aimed at giving
practical effect to these ideas. These ideas could be dis-
cussed, but the conceptions based on them were the
beginning of tragedy. It is not for me to trace the origin
of the new military ideas in Germany. Who "invented5*
"lightning war*5 methods, total war, mechanization? Any
such search for an individual is pointless. Ludendqrff was
not the only one to develop out of the experiences of the last
war the theory of total war. General von Seeckt was not
alone in conceiving the idea of special, highly trained shock
troops, thus upsetting the tactics of massed armies. The '
military leaders were carried by the conception of military
security into a region of illusions and pseudo-security.